

Skip to main content








      
          
             East Sussex County Council
            
            Make text bigger
            Contact us

            
                
	Our services:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPRSTUVWYZ


            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Search
                            
                        

                    

                    

                

            

                        
            
            
                	Home
	Menu
	Jobs
	Libraries
	Leisure
	Education
	Roads & transport
	Environment & planning
	Your
Council
	Community
	Children & families
	Adult social care & health
	Business


            
        

    









    


	You are here
	Level 1: Home
	Level 2: Your Council
	Level 3: About the County Council
	Level 4: Assessing our performance and improving the way we work
	Level 5: Monitoring our performance
	Level 6: Scrutiny – reviewing and improving services
	Level 7: East Sussex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC)



	You are in East Sussex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC)

        



    
        

            East Sussex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC)


            


            
    	
                    1.
About HOSC                
	
                    2.
                        HOSC Members
                
	
                    3.
                        Meetings
                
	
                    4.
                        Work programme
                
	
                    5.
                        Get involved
                






            1. About HOSC


            The East Sussex Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee (HOSC) is a committee of elected councillors and voluntary sector representatives that scrutinises (carries out an independent check on) healthcare services in East Sussex.

	Find out more about the role of scrutiny


HOSC is managed by East Sussex County Council and works in partnership with Eastbourne Borough Council, Hastings Borough Council, Lewes District Council, Rother District Council, and Wealden District Council.

What does HOSC do?

HOSC looks at health issues and suggests ways that health services might be improved in East Sussex. The Committee does this by scrutinising the work of NHS Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), NHS Trusts, the voluntary sector, and independent providers of healthcare, and acting as a ‘critical friend’ towards them.

Health is a complex area for scrutiny. Scrutinising everything undertaken by local NHS organisations and their partners and the wide range of issues affecting people’s health is not realistic, so HOSC will usually prioritise:

	major changes to health services – by law, HOSC must be consulted by the local NHS on any plans that would result in major changes to health services that residents of East Sussex rely on, known as ‘substantial variations’. HOSC can scrutinise these plans, produce a report and make recommendations. If local agreement on the best way forward cannot be reached, HOSC can ultimately refer these plans to the Secretary of State for Health for review.
	select reviews of health issues – HOSC may conduct a review of an important health issue and make recommendations to the NHS that can directly influence or improve service delivery or people’s health;
	local health services in need of improvement– HOSC may invite CCGs, NHS Trusts, or independent and voluntary providers to explain what they are doing to improve the health services that they are responsible for.


HOSC’s future work is set out in its work programme, which is updated after every meeting.

HOSC has a number of legal powers to hold the NHS to account; these are set out in its terms of reference.

What will HOSC not do?

HOSC cannot monitor or investigate individual cases. If you have a complaint about the healthcare that you received, you need to first raise it with the relevant NHS organisation. You may also wish to contact Healthwatch East Sussex.
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